To:  Jeffrey,  Courtland[Courtiand. Jeffrey@abc15.com] 

From:  Keener,  Bill 

Sent:  Fri  8/7/2015  10:58:12  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Animas  River  Toxic  Spill 


And  this  is  what  I have  received  on  the  event: 


August  6 EPA  Statement  on  Gold  King  Mine  Release 


Yesterday,  an  EPA  team  working  to  investigate  and  address  contamination  at  the  Gold  King 
Mine  in  San  Juan  County,  Colo,  unexpectedly  triggered  a large  release  of  mine  waste  water  into 
the  upper  portions  of  Cement  Creek.  Initial  estimates  are  that  the  release  contained 
approximately  IM  gallons  of  water  that  was  held  behind  unconsolidated  debris  near  an 
abandoned  mine  portal.  There  were  several  workers  at  the  site  at  the  time  of  the  breach,  all  were 
unharmed. 


Following  the  release,  the  Colorado  Department  of  Public  Health  and  the  Environment  notified 
water  users  downstream  so  they  could  take  appropriate  steps  to  turn  off  intakes  until  the 
contaminated  water  passes. 


The  primary  environmental  concern  is  the  pulse  of  contaminated  water  containing  sediment  and 
metals  flowing  as  an  orange-colored  discharge  downstream  through  Cement  Creek  and  into  the 
Animas  River.  The  water  associated  with  the  release  is  obvious  and  highly  discolored.  As  a 
precaution,  EPA  recommends  that  recreational  users  of  the  Animas  River  avoid  contact  with  or 
use  of  the  river  until  the  pulse  of  mine  water  passes.  Over  the  next  several  days,  EPA  teams  will 
be  sampling  and  investigating  downstream  locations  to  confirm  that  the  release  has  passed  and 
poses  no  additional  concerns  for  aquatic  life  or  water  users.  EPA  will  also  be  assessing  damage 
near  the  mine  portal  and  any  residual  releases  of  water  at  the  mine  site. 


Bill  Keener 

Office  of  Public  Affairs 
U.S.  EPA  - Region  9 
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San  Francisco,  CA 


Phone:  (415)  972-3940 


From:  Jeffrey,  Courtland  [mailto:Courtland.Jeffrey@abc15.com] 
Sent:  Friday,  August  07,  2015  10:32  AM 
To:  Keener,  Bill 

Subject:  Animas  River  Toxic  Spill 


Hello, 


My  name  is  Courtland  Jeffrey  with  KNXV  ABC15.  I was  wondering  what  information  you 
had  regarding  the  river  spill  in  Colorado?  Is  it  expected  to  reach  us  by  any  means? 
Where  did  it  originate?  How  far  has  the  waste  travelled?  How  will  it  affect  our  water 
supply/the  Colorado  River?  Any  information  you  have  would  be  greatly  appreciated! 


Thank  you, 


Courtland 


Cell:  480-233-0129 


Courtland  Jeffrey 

KNXV-TV  Data  Visuaiizer  Beat  Journalist 
515  N 44th  St,  Phoenix,  AZ  85008 
P:  602.685.6306  F;  602.685.6363 
Courtland.Jeffrev@abc15.com 


CONFiDENTiAL:  The  information  contained  in  this  communication,  including  its  attachments,  may  contain  confidential  information  and  is  intended  only 
for  the  individuai(s)  or  entity(ies)  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  The  information  contained  in  this  communication  may  also  be  protected  by  legal  privilege, 
federal  law  or  other  applicable  law.  if  you  are  not  the  Intended  recipient  of  this  communication,  you  are  hereby  notified  that  any  distribution, 
dissemination  or  duplication  of  this  communication  is  strictly  prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error  please  immediately  delete  and 
destroy  ail  copies  of  this  message  and  please  immediately  notify  us  of  the  error  by  separate  communication.  Thank  you. 


Scripps  Media,  Inc.,  certifies  that  its  advertising  sales  agreements  do  not  discriminate  on  the 
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basis  of  race  or  ethnicity.  All  advertising  sales  agreements  eontain  nondiserimination  elauses. 
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